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Unlocking the Potential of Youth in Ukraine / Based on reSCORE Ukraine 2024

Key findings

The reSCORE Ukraine 2024 data highlights that, while youth in Ukraine are not fundamentally differ-
ent from older generations in terms of attitudes and perceptions, they face unique vulnerabilities and
challenges. Data analysis contributes to forming a picture of Ukraine's youth as resilient, consistently
engaged, and demonstrating a strong sense of national identity and trust in the government in the face
of the full-scale war. However, economic instability and the lack of job opportunities are major concerns,
which have the potential to undermine both horizontal (community) and vertical (institutional) cohesion.
Alongside young people’s strong sense of national identity, the 2024 data also highlights growing social
fractures, particularly in attitudes towards marginalised groups such as LGBT people, the Roma com-
munity, and internally displaced persons (IDPs). This report focuses on four research dimensions that
are considered key to understanding the perceptions of youth in relation to their role in and vision for the
future of Ukraine.

Economic opportunities

= An analysis of the data clearly indicates that youth's perceptions of Employment opportunities have
improved steadily from 2021 to 2024, and that these perceptions are strongly linked to indicators
focusing on young people’s ability to meet basic needs, their satisfaction with the locality, and
their sense of economic security. The reSCORE-reported unemployment rate has declined, with
reported employment rates rising by 10% among 18-24-year-olds and 15% among 25-35-year-olds
from 2023 to 2024. However, youth still cite job unavailability as a major barrier, potentially due to
the prevalence of unstable and underpaid job opportunities that do not meet the professional or
economic expectations of young people. In parallel, entrepreneurial intent has sharply declined be-
tween 2021 and 2024, with the share of youth not considering starting a business increasing from
49% to 78% among the 18-24-year-olds age group, and from 54% to 82% among 25-35-year-olds.
So, while reported employment rates have risen, economic uncertainty remains a critical concern
for youth in 2024.

Trust in institutions

= The 2024 data suggests that Trust in central institutions has declined from 2023 to 2024, following
the same trend across all age groups. Trust in the president saw the steepest drop among youth,
falling from 78% in 2023 to 43% in 2024, while Trust in local institutions, though generally higher than
Trust in central institutions, also declined. The Ukrainian Army and the State Emergency Service re-
main the most trusted institutions among both youth and adults, with trust scores of 92% and 86%
respectively. Nearly half (48%) of young people perceive authorities as lacking accountability, a con-
cern they share with other age groups. Additionally, the perception of corruption remains high among
youth, with many believing that both systemic and petty corruption are widespread across institutions
such as the police, judiciary, parliament, and local authorities, contributing to declining institutional
trust. Notably, no statistically significant gender differences were observed in levels of institutional
trust.
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Civic participation

The 2024 reSCORE results show that young people are civically engaged and have a high Sense of
civic duty, similar to the levels of older respondents. From 2021 to 2024, there has been an increase
in the number of young people who take part in civic initiatives such as signing petitions, donating,
or volunteering. Youth have also become increasingly conscious of their role and responsibility in
shaping the country. This is reflected in the increase in the Sense of civic duty indicator from 2021
to 2023, which then remained stable in 2024. Young people's Sense of belonging to their country has
increased by almost 20 p.p between 2021 and 2024, with significantly more young people now feeling
very attached to their country.

Social inclusion

= The 2024 data analysis indicates that young people are as tolerant as older people’. Overall, young

1

people aged 18 to 24 have become slightly less tolerant in 2024, compared to 2021. Specifically, there
has been an increase in the percentage of young men aged 18 to 24 who have become more intol-
erant towards LGBT people, and less progressive on supporting freedom of expression of sexual ori-
entation and gender identity, as well as same-sex marriage from 2021 to 2024. The data also shows
that young IDPs are more likely to report tensions with their host communities compared to the rest of
youth and other age groups, especially when it comes to accessing essential items, finding jobs and
income opportunities, and finding accommodation or facing over-crowdedness.

The Social tolerance indicator measures tolerant attitudes towards marginalised groups, including immigrants, Muslims, Jews, Roma people,
LGBT people, people with a different skin colour, and drug users. Score means of Social tolerance on a scale from 0 to 10 in 2024: 18 to 24 — 5.7, 25
to 35 -5.7,36 to 59 — 5.5, 60+ — 5.0.
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Recommendations

= Economic challenges remain one of the main concerns of youth, despite the increase in perceived
employment opportunities and reSCORE-reported youth employment rates. To address this gap,
public-private partnerships (PPPs) can play a crucial role in aligning skills training with labour mar-
ket needs, creating new employment paths, and fostering inclusive economic opportunities. Policy-
makers should strengthen PPPs that connect vocational education, entrepreneurship support, and
job creation initiatives.

=  While youth in Ukraine are active in civic life, their participation has not extended to entrepreneur-
ship. ReSCORE 2024 data shows a decline in entrepreneurial intent, defined as the willingness and
interest to start a business. This is mainly shaped by broader concerns among youth about eco-
nomic instability, expectations of a persistently inflationary environment, and deeper factors such
as risk aversion. To help address these perceived barriers and create a more enabling environment,
youth-focused initiatives can be strengthened and expanded. This can build on successful youth
entrepreneurship programmes that provide young people with the tools, training, and support need-
ed to navigate economic uncertainty and launch sustainable businesses. By promoting inclusive
economic policies and targeted youth support, Ukraine can equip young people with the skills, op-
portunities, and confidence needed to drive economic recovery and contribute to long-term national
development.

= Trust in institutions has declined across all age groups, including youth, highlighting the need for
efforts to rebuild confidence. Central and local institutions should enhance engagement including
through social media campaigns that raise awareness around transparency and anti-corruption
measures as well as progress towards governance reforms.

= Expanding the role and capacities of youth infrastructure, including youth councils, and enhancing
opportunities for participatory decision-making can foster the inclusion of young people in civic life
and an increased sense of accountability of local and central institutions. While trust-building ef-
forts should target all citizens, youth-specific initiatives, such as digital civic education and leader-
ship training, can strengthen engagement. Improving institutional transparency and youth-respon-
siveness will be crucial to restoring trust and reinforcing youth participation in Ukraine's democratic
and economic future.

= The strong sense of attachment to the country and sense of agency of young people should be
leveraged to incentivise active civic participation. Those working with youth, including government
bodies, local and international NGOs, youth organisations, and international agencies, must focus
on supporting and creating mechanisms for the participation for young people, especially those
related to volunteering, as well as removing barriers that limit youth participation.

= Fostering tolerance towards the LGBT and Roma communities is essential for promoting social
cohesion, especially as rejection of these groups has slightly increased among young people, par-
ticularly those aged 18 to 24. Continuing to monitor this trend is key, since the increase has been
consistent over time and thus cannot be considered an isolated occurrence. Also, integrating is-
sues related to the LGBT and Roma communities into youth agendas and initiatives, as well as
supporting and facilitating opportunities for dialogue that promote the inclusion of marginalised
groups can help counter rising intolerance and reinforce positive values.
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= Considering the large scale of young IDPs, further research must be done to explore youth atti-
tudes and behaviours in areas with a high proportion of IDPs to design strategies and implement
responses that ensure the safety and well-being of young IDPs in their host communities, mainly
urban areas. These strategies must focus on the improvement of economic opportunities, since
data suggests that young people identify this as a key factor leading to tensions. The active engage-
ment of the private sector will be necessary to remove barriers that limit the economic integration
of young IDPs.
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About the reSCORE
Ukraine

The reSCORE Ukraine 2024, which is a joint initiative funded by the United States Agency for Interna-
tional Development (USAID) (until January 2025) and the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP), is implemented by the Centre for Sustainable Peace and Democratic Development (SeeD).

The reSCORE Ukraine serves as an annual assessment tool of societal resilience and recovery that
informs the policies and programming of national, regional, and international partners. Like its prede-
cessor, the Ukraine SCORE 2016 to 2021, it aims to identify pathways and respond to complex needs,
geared at strengthening individual and collective coping mechanisms, and fostering a democratic,
just, inclusive, and cohesive Ukraine. The reSCORE/SCORE in Ukraine has been implemented eight
times since 2016.

About SeeD and partners

The report was jointly developed by SeeD and UNDP in Ukraine under the flagship “EU4Recovery —
Empowering Communities in Ukraine” partnership between UNDP and the EU, in cooperation with the
Ministry of Youth and Sports of Ukraine.

The Centre for Sustainable Peace and Democratic Development (SeeD) works with international
development organizations, governments, and civil society leaders to design and implement evi-
dence-based, people-centred strategies for the development of peaceful, inclusive, and sustainable
societies. Working globally, SeeD provides policy advice for social transformation that is based on
citizen engagement strategies and empirical understanding of the behaviour of individuals, groups,
and communities.

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) supports strategic capacity development ini-
tiatives to promote inclusive growth and sustainable human development. Through partnerships with
national, regional, and local governments, civil society, and the private sector, UNDP strives to support
Ukraine in its efforts to eliminate poverty, develop the population’s capacity, achieve equitable results,
sustain the environment, and advance democratic governance.

The Ministry of Youth and Sports of Ukraine is the central executive body responsible for the formu-
lation and implementation of state policy in the areas of physical culture and sports, youth policy, and
the promotion of national and civic identity.
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How to read the reSCORE
Ukraine

The reSCORE Ukraine 2024 quantifies the levels of societal phenomena using indicators based on ques-
tions from the reSCORE survey. Using several questions to create one indicator allows us to reliably
measure them from different perspectives. Scores for each indicator are given a value from 0 to 10,
where 0 corresponds to the total absence of a phenomenon in an individual, location, or in society, and

10 corresponds to its strong presence. Heatmaps, such as the one shown here, give the score achieved
by each oblast in our sample in that indicator.

For example, the indicator Fear of economic instability shown here, is measured using three questions,
on a scale from 0 (“Strongly disagree”) to 3 (“Strongly agree”).

Thinking about the economy in your locality, how much do you agree/disagree with the following
statements?

Q1. | expect prices will rise dramatically in the next couple of years.
Q2. In terms of the economy, | am preparing for rough times.
Q3. The economic conditions in my locality are leading to businesses constantly closing down.

The items of this scale are then summed, and rescaled into a 0 to 10 scale to give the scores shown on
the map below, based on the equation:

(Q1+Q2+Q3) * %
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Introduction

It is estimated that since the start of the full-scale invasion, almost 80% of young people in Ukraine have
experienced losses due to the war?. As of mid-October 2024, 3.6 million people are internally displaced
within Ukraine, 6.8 million are recorded globally as refugees, and 12.7 million Ukrainians are in need of
humanitarian assistance, from which two million are children®. Overall, young Ukrainians remain worried
about their future, marked by the ongoing instability and constant disruptions to their access to educa-
tion, training, and employment®, which in turn hamper their capacity to achieve economic security; 42%
of them are concerned about their personal and family’s health, and 31% about their lack of money®. By
impacting both education and employment pathways, the full-scale invasion has reshaped the personal
and professional goals of young people, as well as having long-term effects on Ukraine as a whole.

Despite the challenges they face, including disrupted education, economic uncertainty, and an ongoing
concern for the safety and health of their relatives, young people can and must play a crucial role as
leaders in the country’s recovery’. Young people’s contributions must extend beyond the humanitarian
response phase and shape Ukraine's future by driving the economic recovery of the country, strengthen-
ing its institutions, and paving the way for inclusive decision-making during the country’s reconstruction.
Young people themselves are eager to be part of this transformation, keen to actively engage in recon-
struction and recovery, bringing fresh ideas, innovation, and accountability to Ukraine’s future®.

Using SCORE® data from 2021, 2023, and 2024, this report provides insights into both the struggles and
strengths of Ukrainian youth, highlighting the evolving landscape of young people's experiences during
the ongoing full-scale war. It focusses on key SCORE indicators that provide data and evidence on young
people’s perspectives and on the current challenges they face, whether they be (the lack of) economic
opportunities, their relationship with national and local institutions, how they engage in their everyday
life, or their social views towards marginalized groups. The four chosen research dimensions are key
to understanding the perceptions of youth in relation to their role in and vision for the future of Ukraine.

= Economic opportunities investigates young people’s perceptions about their economic opportunities,
examining indicators around Employment opportunities, Employment status, Economic security, In-
tentions to start a business, and Barriers to employment and starting a business.

= Trust in institutions focuses on the levels of Trust in institutions reported by young people, and how
this relates to their overall perceptions of governance.

= Civic participation explores how engaged young people are in civic life, examining the Civic engage-
ment, Sense of civic duty, and Sense of belonging to the country indicators.

UNDP. 2024. Impact of War on Youth in Ukraine.

OCHA. 2025. Ukraine: Humanitarian Needs and Response Plan.

British Council. 2024. Understanding Ukrainian young people’s current concerns, needs, and hopes: Looking ahead to a future rebuilding of Ukraine.

UNICEF. 2023. An Inclusive Future for Ukrainian Youth: Challenges, Opportunities, and the Needs of Youth Not in Education, Employment or Training.
UNDP. 2024. Impact of War on Youth in Ukraine.
ActionAid. 2022. The Ukraine crisis and the key role of youth.

Plan International. 2023. Young People on the War in Ukraine: Amplifying Youth Voices for Ukraine’s Reconstruction and Recovery.

O 0 N o g~ W N

The reSCORE/SCORE Ukraine has been implemented eight times since 2016, serving as an annual assessment tool of societal resilience and recovery
that informs the policies and programming of national, regional, and international partners.
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®  Social inclusion brings the focus on the Social tolerance and Sources of tension with IDPs indica-
tors — to understand whether young people report tensions towards any group.

The findings from this research provide valuable data for monitoring trends and shaping evidence-based
decision-making. They serve as a resource for UN agencies, international organizations, policymakers,
and all stakeholders working with youth in Ukraine, helping to design and adapt policies and programmes
that respond to young people’s evolving needs. Additionally, this data is important for young people
themselves, empowering them with insights into societal changes that can inform their advocacy ef-
forts. By tracking shifts over time, these findings contribute to more adaptive, effective, youth-centred
initiatives that foster inclusion and resilience.

11
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Methodology

Data from the reSCORE Ukraine 2024 relies on face-to-face, structured, and quantitative interviews with
adults over the age of 18 in Ukraine.

This report is based on data from 2,620 young people aged 18-35, representative of all territories con-
trolled by the Government of Ukraine at the time of surveying, excluding Luhansk and Donetsk oblasts
and the Autonomous Republic of Crimea. The youth sample consists of 1,407 men and 1,219 women.
Data was collected between 8 June 2024 and 21 September 2024. The total sample size of respondents
aged 36 to 59 is 3,424, and 2,210 for those over the age of 60.

Throughout this report, youth refer to respondents aged 18 to 35. To understand the specificities among
subgroups of youth, the report additionally compares respondents aged 18-24 (N = 769) and those aged
25to 35 (N = 1,851). Other demographic disaggregations, such as gender, urbanity, and displacement
status, are examined throughout this report. The reSCORE data at the national level was collected be-
tween 8 June 2024 and 1 September 2024 from 8,254 respondents. Data is representative of all terri-
tories controlled by the Government of Ukraine at the time of surveying, and excludes Luhansk Oblast,
Donetsk Oblast, and the Autonomous Republic of Crimea. This includes an additional booster sample of
Kirovohrad Oblast (N = 298), as well as the cities of Kryvyi Rih, Dnipro, Kharkiv, Zaporizhzhia, and Odesa
(total N = 1,496) due to programmatic priorities in these locations.

In addition to the 2024 data, this report also utilizes data collected in 2021 and 2023. Data from 2023
consists of 2,185 respondents aged 18-35, including 1,152 men and 1,033 women. The total sample size
of respondents aged 36 to 59 is 2,567, and 1,664 for those above 60. The 2023 data was representative
of all government-controlled areas at the time of surveying, and therefore excludes Donetsk and Luhansk
oblasts, and the Autonomous Republic of Crimea. Data from 2021 includes 3,572 respondents aged 18-
35, including 1,809 men and 1,763 women. A total of 5,370 respondents belong to 36-59 age group, and
3,540 respondents are in 60+ age group. The 2021 data was representative of all government-controlled
areas at the time of surveying, and therefore includes Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts, but excludes the
Autonomous Republic of Crimea.

Additionally, not analysed in the present report, the reSCORE 2024 includes a panel dataset of 646 citi-
zens, surveyed face-to-face in 2023 and in 2024, as well as 494 IDPs living in Kirovohrad, Kharkiv, Dnipro-
petrovsk, Zaporizhzhia, Odesa, and Mykolaiv oblasts.

Slight discrepancies in the graph totals (e.g. 99% or 101%) stem from the routine rounding of individual
category percentages; the underlying data sums exactly to 100%.

Indicator notation. In the report text, indicator names are capitalized, for example: Aggression. This for-
matting helps quickly distinguish indicator names from descriptive formulations.

A percentage point (p.p.) is a unit of measurement for the absolute difference between two percentages
(proportions).

12
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Economic opportunities

Perceived Employment opportunities’® increased for youth and older respondents from 2021 to 2023™
and remained stable between 2023 and 2024 (Figure 1). Youth'? reported the highest levels of opti-
mism's, with their score rising from 4.0 out of 10 in 2021 to 4.8 and 4.7, respectively, in 2023 and 2024.
The generational gap persists, and respondents over the age of 35 perceive fewer employment opportu-
nities, despite showing improvements over time. Youth are also less likely to have dependents™, which
may contribute a greater sense of financial security compared to individuals over 35. Furthermore, urban
youth are significantly more optimistic’ compared to their rural counterparts, reporting scores of 5.0 and
5.1 in Employment opportunities, against 3.8 and 4.1 respectively in 2023 and 2024. Optimism in their
ability to engage in employment opportunities is rising among young people’®. In addition, employment
opportunities are crucial for meeting basic needs, improving satisfaction with their locality, and enhanc-
ing overall economic security'.

Figure 1: Mean score for perceived Employment opportunities on a 0 to 10 scale (0 indicates it would be
extremely difficult to find a satisfying job; 10 indicates it would be very easy) in 2021, 2023, and 2024, among
different age groups.

2021:18-t0 24-year-olds (N = 1,039), 25- to 35- year-olds (N = 2,533), 36- to 59- year-olds (N = 5370), over 60 years old (N = 3,540);
2023: 18- 10 24-year-olds (N = 688), 25- to 35- year-olds (N = 1,497), 36- to 59- year-olds (N = 2,567), over 60 years old (N = 1,664);
2024: 18- 10 24-year-olds (N = 769), 25- to 35- year-olds (N = 1,851), 36- to 59- year-olds (N = 3,424), over 60 years old (N = 2,210).
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A score of 0 indicates that all respondents believe it would be difficult to find a job that satisfies them in their locality if they were searching for one, a
score of 10 indicates that all respondents believe it would be easy.

ANOVA, p < 0.01, F = 367. Increases between 2023 and 2024 were significant with Cohen’s d effect size above 0.40 for respondents over the age of 60.
For other age groups the increase is similar but the effect size is smaller, around Cohen’s d 0.20.

Throughout the report, youth refers to respondents aged 18 to 35.

ANOVA, p < 0.01, F = 288. Cohen’s d effect size 2024 between 18-24-year-olds and respondents over the age of 60 was 0.63 in 2021, 0.41 in 2023, and
0.38in 2024. Cohen'’s d effect size between 25-35-year-olds and those aged over 60 was 0.62 in 2021, 0.44 in 2023, and 0.46 in 2024.

In 2024, 9% of 18-24-year-olds surveyed were parents, compared to 61% of 25-35-year-olds, and 84% of 36-59-year-olds.
ANOVA, p < 0.01, F = 249, Cohen'’s d between urban and rural 18-35-year-olds = 0.40.

UNDP. 2024. Socio-economic impacts of the war in Ukraine on host communities and emerging migration and displacement patterns.

The Pearson correlation coefficient (r) between Employment opportunities and Availability of basic necessities (r = 0.30), Locality satisfaction (r = 0.39),
Economic security (r = 0.30) are statistically significant, p < 0.05.

13
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While optimism about finding a satisfactory job has increased nationwide, regional variations may be
significant (Figure 2). The national score for Employment opportunities among youth stands at 4.7 out of
10, while oblasts such as Ivano-Frankivsk (6.4) and Zakarpattia (5.9) report much higher scores, whereas
Kirovohrad (2.6) and Mykolaiv oblasts (3.7) lag behind.

There are no significant gender differences in Employment opportunities among respondents aged 18
to 35.

° Figure 2: Mean score of perceived Employment opportunities on a 0 to 10 scale, based on 2024 data. 18- to 35-

year-olds (N = 2,620).
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Despite their optimistic views, youth in Ukraine face notable obstacles in accessing employment (Fig-
ure 3). The perceived lack of available jobs remains the most pressing issue with 67% of 18-35-year-olds
reporting this as a moderate to extreme obstacle, figures that are similar for other age groups. Only
about one in two respondents of all ages are confident that they will become or remain employed over
the next 12 months, equivalent to 51% of respondents under the age of 35 (Figure 5).

In addition, perceptions about structural and personal barriers limit employment prospects. A perceived
lack of personal connections is a moderate to extreme barrier for 42% of 18-35-year-olds. In addition,
39% of 18-35-year-olds report lacking the necessary skills, pointing to potential weaknesses in educa-
tion and vocational training. Perceptions of unfair employer judgement are also prominent, with 39% of
18-35-year-olds perceiving biases in hiring processes. These challenges are not unique to young people,
as respondents over the age of 35 report facing similar obstacles to employment.

Young women are more likely than young men to report that household responsibilities are a perceived
barrier to employment. This is considered a major or extreme obstacle by 15% of women aged 18 to 35,
compared to 7% of men of the same age.

14
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Figure 3: Proportion of responses for Barriers to employment, 2024, by age. 18- to 35-year-olds (N = 2,620), 36- to 59-
year-olds (N = 3,424), over 60 years old (N = 2,210). Sorted by % “Major + extreme obstacle” in 18- to 35- year-olds.

Which of the following would be an obstacle to your job prospects if you were looking for employment in the
next six months in your locality?

M Not an obstacle at all Minor obstacle Moderate obstacle M Major + extreme obstacle Don’t know/No response
3 3 3
4 B o H B - i 10 i I 2 g . 10
I I 19 19 I
28 I %y I
23 24 28 19
- 24 23 25 o
20
25 24 21 22 28 25 29 27
: I I 21 I I I
18-35  36-59 60+ 18-35  36-59 0+ 18-35  36-59 0+ 18-35  36-59 0+ 18-35  36-59
There are not enough | am unfairly judged by | lack the personal I lack the right skills | have too many
jobs employers connections and household
networks responsibilities

Figure 4: Employment status by age group and year.
2023: 18 to 24-year-olds (N = 688), 25 to 35-year-olds (N = 1,497), 36 to 59-year-olds (N = 2,567), over 60 years old (N = 1,664).
2024: 18 to 24-year-olds (N = 769), 25 to 35-year-olds (N = 1,857), 36 to 59-year-olds (N = 3,424), over 60 years old (N = 2,210).

What is your current employment status?
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Unemployed but not looking for a job 3? I 11
2023 36 to 59 2024 36 to 59 2023 60+ m2024 60+
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The reported employment rate in 2024 was higher among young people aged 25 to 35 (74% in full-time
employment, 8% in part-time employment, Figure 4) compared to those aged 18 to 24 (39% full-time, 9%
part-time), with a large proportion of the younger group reporting that they are students (39%). Self-re-
ported employment rates have increased for all age groups since 2023, corresponding to an increase of
11p.p among 18-24-year-olds, 14 p.p among 25-35-year-olds, 10 p.p for 36-59-year-olds, and 4 p.p for
those over the age of 60.

Across age groups, respondents are generally more likely to say they have a stable source of income
and that they can meet their household nutritional needs, compared to being able to make savings and
afford leisure activities (Figure 5). The majority of young people report that they can afford clothes but
not expensive goods. However, respondents over 60 are more likely to report that they cannot afford
clothes at all (Figure 6).

° Figure 5: Proportion of responses for Economic security, 2024, by age. % “Yes, to some extent” + “Yes, very
much”. 18- to 24-year-olds (N = 769), 25- to 35-year-olds (N = 1,851), 36- to 59-year-olds (N = 3,424), over 60 years
old (N =2,210).

To what extent do you feel...?

% “Yes, to some extent” + “Yes, very much”

1810 24 W 25t035 36 to 59 H o0+
100%

63

54 54
53 51 51

50% 46 46

49
46
3 s . 45
39 38 39
34 3 33 32 33 33 31
28

20 20

I 17
0% I

That you have Able to meet That you can That you have Confident That you have Able to
a stable source your own as rely on social enough money that you enough savings financially
of income well as your payments to cover your will remain/ to fall back on afford leisure
dependents’ if you ever bills or loans become for 2-3 months activities that
nutritional needs  needed them over the next employed in if something you enjoy
month the next unforeseen
12 months happens
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° Figure 6: Household income by age group and year.
2023: 18 to 24-year-olds (N = 688), 25 to 35-year-olds (N = 1,497), 36 to 59-year-olds (N = 2,567), over 60 years old (N = 1,664).
2024: 18 to 24-year-olds (N = 769), 25 to 35-year-olds (N = 1,851), 36 to 59-year-olds (N = 3,424), over 60 years old (N = 2,210).

How would you estimate your income?

0% 30% 60% 0% 30% 60%
No money for food ' 3 &5t
Money for food but not I 18 . 22
clothes 14 9
Money for clothes but 1 44 A 4O
not expensive goods 51 52
Enough money for | 30 .. 21
expensive goods 27 23
Don'tKnow/ 7 ¢ 0 4
No Response 6 3
2023 18 0 24 2024 18 to 24 202325t035 m202425t035
0% 30% 60% 0% 30% 60%
No money forfood ~~ &8 9 |y
Money for food g‘;m:st L . 2° .
M}%?i{({)‘;’n‘zszhgié’gst e e e, el et .
Enough money for 7 14 0, 8
expensive goods 1 8
Don’t Know/ 4 3
No Response @ 3 @ 2
2023361059 ™ 20243610 59 2023 60+ M 2024 60+
4 Table 1: Proportion of responses for Fear of economic instability, % “Somewhat agree” + “Strongly agree”. 2024:
18- to 24-year-olds (N = 769), 25- to 35-year-olds (N = 1,851), 36- to 59-year-olds (N = 3,424), over 60 years old
(N =2210).
Thinking about the economy in your
locality, how much do you agree...?
18- to 24- 25- to 35- 36- to 59- Over 60
year-olds year-olds year-olds years old

% “Somewhat agree” + “Strongly agree”

| expect prices will rise dramatically in the next
couple of years

In terms of the economy, I am preparing for rough
times

The economic conditions in my locality are leading
to businesses constantly closing down

Youth in Ukraine express concerns about economic instability (Table 1). An overwhelming 91% of
18-24-year-olds and 93% of 25-35-year-olds expect prices to rise dramatically in the coming years, re-
flecting heightened inflationary concerns. Equally, 91% and 93%, respectively, are preparing for rough
economic times, suggesting a strong sense of financial uncertainty among young people. Many also
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see their local economies struggling, with 67% of 18-24-year-olds and 73% of 25-35-year-olds agreeing
that businesses are shutting down regularly. This perception aligns with earlier disruptions, as approxi-
mately 64% of micro-, small-, and medium-sized enterprises (MSMEs) temporarily suspended or closed
operations following the onset of the full-scale invasion.’® Even though a significant recovery occurred by
October 2023, with only 9.6% of businesses remaining suspended or at risk of closure, the lasting impact
of earlier disruptions shaped youth perceptions of economic instability. These concerns are not unique
to youth, as older age groups report similar levels of concern.

Regarding young people’s Intentions to start a business, the data in Figure 7 shows a significant decline
in entrepreneurial interest over time. The share of youth not considering opening a business has risen
to 78% (18-24-year-olds) and 82% (25-35-year-olds) in 2024, up from 49% and 54% in 2021. This trend is
also evident among older age groups.

° Figure 7: Proportion of responses for Intention to start a business, by year and youth age groups. 18- to 24-year-
olds in 2021 (N =1,039), 18- to 24-year-olds in 2023 (N = 707), 18- to 24-year-olds in 2024 (N = 769), 25- to 35-
year-olds in 2027 (N = 2,533), 25- to 35-year-olds in 2023 (N =1,478), 25- to 35-year-olds in 2024 (N = 1,851)

Are you thinking about starting your own business in the next 12 months?

M Yes Maybe
100%
50%
32
2021 2023 2024 2021 2023 2024
18-24 25-35

The absence of starting capital is the most common barrier to starting a business for respondents of
all ages (Figure 8). Over eight in 10 (85%) of respondents under the age of 35 believe that this is a mod-
erate to extreme obstacle, followed by 69% who are concerned about the large bribes perceived to be
necessary to start a business, and 68% who report a lack of affordable loans or economic incentives.
Regardless, around half of the respondents report that their locality is a good place to start a business,
equivalent to 52% of respondents aged 18 to 24, and 57% of those aged 25 to 35 (Figure 9). There are
no gender differences in these indicators.

Youth living in rural areas report significantly lower Locality satisfaction than those in urban locations’™.
This trend is not specific to young people and observed for all ages.

18 UNDP. 2024. Assessment of the War’s Impact on Enterprises in Ukraine — Wave 2 Report.
19 ANOVA, p < 0.01, Cohen’s d effect size = 0.60.
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e  Figure 8: Proportion of responses for Barriers to starting a business, 2024, by age. 18- to 35-year-olds (N = 2,620), 36- to
59-year-olds (N = 3,424), over 60 years old (N = 2,210). Sorted by % “Major + extreme obstacle” in 18- to 35-year-olds.

To what extent do you think each of the following are obstacles to starting a business?

M Not an obstacle at all B Minor obstacle Moderate obstacle B Major + Extreme obstacle Don’'t know/No response

100%

100%

50%

0%

18-35 36-59 60+ 1835 36-59 60+ 1835 36-59 60+ 1835 36-59 60+ 1835 36-59 60+ 1835 36-59 60+
Absence of Large amount of  Lack of affordable  Lack of personal Complicated | lack the right
starting capital bribes to be paid loans from banks connections, procedures and  skills or experience
or economic partners or regulations
incentives from networks
government

Figure 9: Proportion of responses for Locality satisfaction, 2024, by age. % “Somewhat agree” + “Strongly agree”.
18- to 24-year-olds (N = 769), 25- to 35-year-olds (N = 1,851), 36- to 59-year-olds (N = 3,424), over 60 years old
(N =2,210), rural 18-35-year-olds (N = 672), urban 18-35-year-olds (N = 1,948).

To what extent do you agree with the following statements about your current locality...?
% “Somewhat agree” + “Strongly agree”

18to 24 W 251035 36 to 59 W60+ ZiRural 18-35 Urban 18-35

88
85

81 82 81

78
75 76 74 75 76

==

64
63 o 1 1
S8 P 57 56 57

52

There are different leisure My locality is a good placeto My locality is a good place to My locality is a good place to
activities | can do in my raise a family live and work do business
locality
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Trust in institutions

Trust in institutions plays a crucial role in shaping the civic and political engagement of youth, their
perceptions of governance, and ultimately influencing vertical social cohesion in Ukraine. This section
examines how young people’s trust in different institutions has evolved from 2021 to 2024, highlighting
key trends and generational differences.

Trust in central institutions rose sharply from 2021 to 2023, particularly after the full-scale invasion in
2022, across all age groups? (Figure 10). By 2024, Trust in central institutions declined?', marking a re-
turn to pre-war levels. Among youth, Trust in the president increased from 41% in 2021 to 78% in 2023,
falling to 43% in 2024. Although there was a gap in Trust in the president between young people and
older respondents in 2021, with youth expressing slightly higher levels of trust, this narrowed by 2024.%2

° Figure 10: Proportion of responses for Trust in central institutions, by age group and year, % “Somewhat trust” +
“Fully trust”.
2021: 18- to 35-year-olds (N = 3,572), 36- to 59-year-olds(N = 5,370), over 60 years old (N = 3,540).
2023: 18- to 35-year-olds(N = 2,185), 36- to 59-year-olds (N = 2,567), over 60 years old (N = 1,664).
2024: 18- to 35-year-olds (N = 2,620), 36- to 59-year-olds (N = 3,424), over 60 years old (N = 2,210).

To what extent do you trust...?
% “Somewhat trust” + “Fully trust”

100%

m181t0 35 36to 59 W60+
78
7375
50% 46
" B
37 38
234
830 29
27,
24 23
18 19 121 18 17

17 1514 1315 6,

I1112 I1011 I1110 I I I I
O% I I I I
The The Verkhovna  Courts The The Verkhovna Courts The The Verkhovna  Courts

president  Cabinet Rada president  Cabinet Rada president Cabinetof  Rada

of Ministers of Ministers Ministers
2021 2023 2024

20 ANOVA over time, p < 0.01, F = 1838 for central institutions overall. Cohen's d effect size 2021 to 2023 = 0.91 for all age groups.
21 ANOVA over time, p < 0.01, F = 1838 for central institutions overall. Cohen’s d effect size 2023 to 2024 = 0.66, 2021 to 2024 = 0.22 for all age groups.

22 ANOVA between age groups, p < 0.01, F = 197 for central institutions overall. Cohen'’s d effect size between 18-35-year-olds and older age groups in 2021
=0.32 and 0.36; in 2024 = 0.09 and 0.04.
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In 2024, just 15% of young people trust the Cabinet of Ministers, 17% trust the Verkhovna Rada, and 23%
trust the courts. Trust in courts is slightly higher in younger respondents compared to those over the age
of 60 (14%), while other figures remain similar across age groups.

Trust in local institutions is slightly higher than in central institutions among youth. Trends in
Trust in local institutions mirror those in central institutions, although the changes are less sharp?
(Figure 11). In 2024, 46% of young people trusted their local administration, 44% trusted the head
of their military-civilian administration, and 37% trusted the oblast state administration. These
figures do not differ from those among older respondents. There are no significant gender differ-
ences in Trust in institutions among youth.

o Figure 11: Proportion of responses for Trust in local institutions, by age group and year, % “Somewhat trust” +
“Fully trust”.
2021: 18- to 35-year-olds (N = 3,572), 36- to 59-year-olds (N = 5,370), over 60 years old (N = 3,540).
2023: 18- to 35-year-olds (N = 2,185), 36- to 59-year-olds (N = 2,567), over 60 years old (N = 1,664).
2024: 18- to 35-year-olds (N = 2,620), 36- to 59-year-olds (N = 3,424), over 60 years old (N = 2,210).

To what extent do you trust...?

% “Somewhat trust” + “Fully trust”

100%

M 18to35 36 to 59 W60+

50

55 ) 54 54 55
51 51
50% 48 * 49 46 ,,46 45
5 43 44 444,
737 37
3 131
Ie 26 I
0% I

The village/ Mayor or/and Oblast state  Thevillage/ Mayoror/and Oblast state The village/ Mayor or/and Oblast state

town village/town administration town village/town administration town village/town administration
administration  head/head administration  head/head administration  head/head
of MCA of MCA of MCA
2021 2023 2024

23 ANOVA over time, p < 0.01, F = 148 for local institutions overall. Cohen’s d effect size 2021 to 2023 = 0.19, 2023 to 2024 = 0.27, 2021 to 2024 = 0.08 for
all age groups.
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° Figure 12: Proportion of responses for Trust in other institutions, by age group and year, % “Somewhat trust” +
“Fully trust”.
2021: 18- to 35-year-olds (N = 3,572), 36- to 59-year-olds (N = 5,370), over 60 years old (N = 3,540).
2023: 18- to 35-year-olds (N = 2,185), 36- to 59-year-olds (N = 2,567), over 60 years old (N = 1,664).
2024: 18- to 35-year-olds (N = 2,620), 36- to 59-year-olds (N = 3,424), over 60 years old (N = 2,210).
Note: Trust in State Emergency Service of Ukraine was not measured in 2021.
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Following an increase? since 2021, the Ukrainian Army remains the most trusted institution among
youth, with 92% of respondents expressing trust in 2024, compared to 95% in 2023 (Figure 12).
Similar levels of trust are observed among older age groups. It is worth noting that the increased
trust in the Ukrainian Army is a trend observed across all age groups from 2021 to 2023%°. The
State Emergency Service also maintains strong trust (86% among youth in 2024), reflecting its
perceived reliability in responding to the crisis. NGOs and CSOs continue to hold moderate trust
(69% among youth in 2024) following a slight increase from 2021 to 2023%, with similar figures
observed among older respondents.

24 ANOVA over time for 18-35-year-olds, p < 0.01, Cohen’s d effect size from 2021 to 2023 = 1.12, 2021 to 2024 = 0.93. Similar effect sizes among older
respondents.

25 ANOVA over time, p < 0.01, F = 20. Cohen’s d effect size from 2021 to 2023 = 1.17, 2021 to 2024 = 1.01 for all age groups.
26 ANOVA over time for 18-35-year-olds, p < 0.01, Cohen'’s d effect size from 2021 to 2023 = 0.51, similar effect sizes among older respondents.

22



Unlocking the Potential of Youth in Ukraine / Based on reSCORE Ukraine 2024

2 Table 2: Correlations between Trust in institutions and other governance indicators across age groups.
2024: 18- to 24-year-olds(N = 769), 25- to 35-year-olds (N = 1,851), 36- to 59-year-olds (N = 3,424), over 60 years
old (N =2,210). All Pearson correlation coefficients are statistically significant (p < 0.05). Correlations below
+0.20 are considered weak, those between +0.20 and +0.50 are considered moderate, and those above +0.50 are
considered high.

18- to 24-year-olds 25- to 35-year-olds 36- to 59-year-olds Over 60 years old
Trustin Trust Trustin Trust Trustin Trust Trustin Trust
central in local central in local central in local central in local

institutions  institutions  institutions  institutions  institutions  institutions institutions  institutions

Accountability of ¢ 37 0.40 0.41 0.46 0.39 0.48 0.38 0.46

authorities

Perceptions

of systemic -0.43 -0.39 -0.36 -0.36 -0.37 -0.36 -0.35 -0.35
corruption
Perceptions of -0.31 -0.32 -0.30 -0.37 -0.28 -0.30 -0.25 -0.29

petty corruption

Beyond measuring levels of trust, it is essential to understand how this relates to perceptions of gov-
ernance, as young people represent the next generation of decision-makers and active citizens whose
confidence in institutions will shape the future stability and development of Ukraine. Table 2 explores
these dynamics, showing that youth who trust institutions tend to have stronger perceptions of ac-
countability, with correlations ranging from 0.37 to 0.46. Conversely, Trust in institutions is negatively
associated with Perceived corruption, with correlations between -0.30 to -0.43 for both systemic and
petty corruption. This suggests that youth with lower trust in institutions tend to view corruption as
prevalent. These patterns are consistent across older respondents (aged 36-59 or over 60) with cor-
relation coefficients ranging from 0.38 to 0.48 for Accountability of authorities and -0.25 to -0.37 for
Perceptions of corruption, suggesting a broad trend.

Among young people in Ukraine, perceived level of corruption averages 6.6 out of 10, reaching the
highest levels in Odesa (7.3) and Sumy oblasts (7.6) and the lowest in Cherkasy (5.8) and Volyn
oblasts (5.6).
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° Figure 13: Heatmap of mean scores in Perceived level of corruption on a 0 to 10 scale, based on 2024 data.
Youth sample (18- to-35-year-olds, N = 2,620).

PERCEIVED LEVEL OF CORRUPTION

CHERNIHIV
OBLAST

< reSCORE

UKRAINE / 2024

GeLrsT 6.8 Sy 76 v

5.6 o
6.0
BIoN o
ARG, 6.7

CHERKASY
OBLAST

T 6.6
. OBLAST - GV

MYKOLAV ZAPORIZHZHIA
OBLAST 6 . 2 OBLAST

. 6.2 KHERSON
NATIONAL SCORE . OBLAST
WY S SEA OF AZOV

O NO DATA, AREAS CONTROLLED BY UKRAINE AS OF JUNE 8, 2024

. NO DATA, AREAS OCCUPIED BY RUSSIA AS OF JUNE 8, 2024

. NO DATA, AREAS OCCUPIED BY RUSSIA BEFORE FEBRUARY 2022 BEACKSER

0

1 2 3 4 5

RANGE
OF SCORES

Trust in institutions is also shaped by whether authorities are perceived as accountable. As highlighted
in Figure 14, most youth respondents perceive low levels of accountability, with the largest share (17%)
rating accountability at 5.0 out of 10, and an almost equal percentage (16%) viewing authorities as “Ab-
solutely not accountable”, equivalent to a score of 0.0. Over 48% rated accountability between 0.0 and 4.0
out of 10, whereas only 2% saw authorities as fully accountable (10.0). Older respondents (aged 36-59 or
over 60) express even greater scepticism, with 24-26% rating authorities as "Absolutely not accountable”,
compared to 16% of youth (aged 18-35). Fewer older respondents also give mid-range scores (5-7) indi-
cating a stronger tilt towards critical views compared to younger respondents. Despite these differences,
accountability of authorities remains low across all age groups.

° Figure 14: Distribution of Accountability of authorities scores 18- to 35-year-olds, (N = 2,620), 36- to over
60-years-olds (N = 5,634).

Accountability of authorities, 2024

Respondents were asked to consider authorities in general, and give a score from 0 to 10, where 0 corresponded to
“authorities are absolutely not accountable” and 10 corresponded to “authorities are absolutely accountable”
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Trust in media

In 2024, youth reported relatively low trust in television news (18%) but slightly higher trust in social
media content they consume (39%). This reflects their overall media consumption habits, as younger
people are significantly more likely to rely on online platforms for news and current affairs?’. In contrast,
respondents over the age of 60 expressed more trust in television news (31%) and slightly lower trust in
social media (32%), indicating a generational divide in both trust and media consumption patterns.

In terms of media preferences, 80% of young people aged 18 to 24 and 74% of young people aged 25
to 35 report using Telegram to keep up with political affairs, this being their main source of information.
The use of Telegram is significantly higher among young people compared to older people?; the young-
est age group, aged 18 to 24, also report Instagram (50%) and Youtube (47%) as popular channels for
staying informed about political affairs, with the use of Instagram in particular being significantly higher
compared to other age groups?. Among young people aged 25 to 35, Facebook (54%) and Youtube
(44%) are also preferred social media outlets.

o Figure 15: Proportion of respondents who selected these social media outlets as a source they use to keep
with political affairs in 2024 among different age groups. 18-24-year-olds (N = 769), 25-35-year-olds (N = 1,851),
36-59-year-olds (N = 3,424), over 60 years old (N = 2,210).

Which three social media outlets do you use to keep up with political affairs?
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Trust in daily news on television has dropped sharply among youth, from 35% in 2023 to 18% in 2024 (not
shown), indicating a growing lack of confidence. Significantly, Trust in social media content also fell from
50% in 2023 to 39% in 2024 among young people. These decreasing trends are observed across all age
groups, suggesting that citizens of all ages are becoming more critical of information sources.

27 ANOVA, p < 0.01, F = 237 between all three age groups. Cohen’s d effect size between 18-35-year-olds and those over 60 = 0.65.

28 ANOVA, p < 0.0, F = 622.55. Cohen’s d effect size of people aged 18 to 24 compared to other age groups: 36 to 59 — 0.46, 60+ — 0.83; 25 to 35 compared
to other age groups: 60+ — 0.55.

29 ANOVA, p<0.0,F =1172.11. Cohen’s d effect size of people aged 18 to 24 compared to other age groups: 36 to 59 - 0.86, 60+ — 1.46.
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Civic participation

SCORE data shows that the levels of Civic engagement among youth do not significantly differ from
those of older respondents across all three timepoints (Figure 16). While the level of Civic engagement in
young people aged 18 to 24 was significantly lower® in 2024, this can be attributed to the lower frequen-
cy of voting in elections reported by this age group (Table 3). Table 3 shows that from 2021 to 2024 there
has been an increase in the share of people who sign petitions, and who volunteer and/or donate for any
cause “often” and “very often”. The youngest age group, aged 18 to 24, reported an increase of 6 p.p in the
frequency of signing petitions, and 9 p.p in how frequently they volunteer and/or donate. Young people
aged 25 to 35 reported a slightly larger increase, with a 12 p.p increase in frequency of signing petitions,
and an 11 p.p increase in how often they volunteer and/or donate. These trends are by and large mirrored
in older age groups. These results suggest that because of the full-scale war Ukrainian youth are becom-
ing increasingly active in volunteering.

° Figure 16: Mean scores in Civic engagement on a scale from 0 to 10 in 2021, 2023, and 2024, among different
age groups. 2021 data shows that young people aged 18 to 24 scored significantly lower in 2024 compared to
other age groups in the same year, due to lower participation in voting in elections.

2021: 18- to 24-year-olds (N = 1,039), 25- to 35-year-olds (N = 2,533), 36- to 59-year-olds (N = 5,370), over 60 years old (N = 3,540);
2023: 18- to 24-year-olds (N = 688), 25- to 35-year-olds (N = 1,497), 36- to 59-year-olds (N = 2,567), over 60 years old (N = 1,664);
2024: 18- to 24-year-olds (N = 769), 25- to 35-year-olds (N = 1,851), 36- to 59-year-olds (N = 3,424), over 60 years old (N = 2,210).
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30 ANOVA for differences in age group among youth aged 18 to 24 and 25 to 35, p < 0.0, F = 60.99, Cohen's d effect size 0.48.
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4 Table 3: Percentage of youth who responded that they “Often” or “Very often” partake in various forms of Civic
engagement. The last column shows the change from 2021 to 2024.
20217: 18- to 24-year-olds (N = 1,039), 25- to 35-year-olds (N = 2,533);
2023: 18- to 24-year-olds (N = 688), 25- to 35-year-olds (N = 1,497);
2024: 18- to 24-year-olds (N = 769), 25- to 35-year-olds (N = 1,857).
“N/A" indicates data is not available since the item “Volunteer to help the Ukrainian Armed Forces” was only
introduced in 2024.

How often do you?

) Lo } Change from 2021
% “Often” + “Very often Age group 2021 2023 2024 t0 2024
Attend an event organized by local 181024 4% 4% 2% 1pp.
authorities 251035 4% 3% 2% 2pp.
Vote in elections
251035 72% 65% 60% -12 p.p.
181024 10% 20% 15% 6 p.p.
Sign a petition
Participate in the events organized by 181024 8% 10% 8% 0p.p.
NGOs 2510 35 9% 9% 10% 1p.p.
181024 9% 21% 17%
Volunteer and/or donate
251035 10% 22% 21%
18t0 24 5% 9% 6% 0p.p.
Participate in public demonstrations
25t035 5% 7% 7% 2 p.p.
Participate in activities aimed at 181024 8% 9% 9% 1p.p.
improving neighbourhood 2510 35 16% 13% 17% 1pp.
1810 24 8% 14% 9% 0p.p.
Post and debate social issues via online
251035 12% 11% 11% -1p.p.
Volunteer to help the Ukrainian Armed 181024 N/A N/A 27% N/A
Forces 251035 N/A N/A 29% N/A

A significant increase from 2021 to 2023 is noticeable in the Sense of civic duty®!, with levels remaining
similar in 2024 across all age groups. This indicates that people in Ukraine, including youth, are more like-
ly to feel responsibility and agency about the future of Ukraine. Among young people, a 10 p.p. decrease
is noted in respondents who think that ordinary people like them cannot change anything and that what
happens in Ukraine is not their problem, and a 20 p.p. decrease in the share of young people who believe
politics is for politicians (Table 4).

31 ANOVA for differences in the full sample from 2021 to 2023, p < 0.0, F = 303.65, Cohen'’s d effect size 0.41.
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L 4 Table 4: Percentage of youth who responded “Somewhat like me” or “Very much like me”, in 2021, 2023, and
2024. The last column shows the decrease from 2021 to 2024.
2021: 18- to 24-year-olds (N = 1,039), 25- to 35-year-olds (N = 2,533);
2023: 18- to 24-year-olds (N = 688), 25- to 35-year-olds (N = 1,497);
2024: 18- to 24-year-olds (N = 769), 25- to 35-year-olds (N = 1,851).

To what extent do these statements describe you?

Change from
% “Somewhat like me” + “Very much like me” Age group 2021 2023 2024 2021 to 2024
1810 24 46% 31% 35% -10 p.p.
Ordinary people like me cannot change anything
251035 49% 37% 38% -12 p.p.
18t0 24 26% 12% 14% -12 p.p.

What happens to Ukraine in the future is not my
problem 2510 35 26% 14% 16% 10 p.p.

won e o e
| believe politics is for politicians
soss e an aov |NERONN

18t0 24 30% 18% 28% -2 p.p.
There is no point in voting in elections
251035 33% 23% 32% -1 p.p.

From 2021 to 2023 the Sense of belonging to the country increased across all age groups (Figure 17).
This corresponds to a 26 p.p. increase in the share of young people aged 18 to 24 who feel very attached
to the country, and a 23 p.p. increase in those aged 25 to 35. As of 2024, there was a minor overall de-
crease in the same indicator, with a larger decrease (of 9 p.p) observed among youth aged 18 to 24.
This trend suggests that the escalation of the war might have contributed to strengthening the sense of
belonging to Ukraine, with the slight decline in 2024 representing a normalisation of these levels. Sense
of belonging to the country was reported lower in Zakarpattia (7.0). Kirovohrad (7.1), Poltava (7.3), Rivne
(7.5), and Vinnytsia oblasts (7.6), compared to the rest of the sample (8.2).

° Figure 17: Proportion of respondents who feel “Very attached” to the country in 2021, 2023, and 2024 among
different age groups.
2021: 18- to 24-year-olds (N = 1,039), 25- to 35-year-olds (N = 2,533), 36- to 59-year-olds (N = 5,370), over 60 years old (N = 3,540);
2023: 18- to 24-year-olds (N = 688), 25- to 35-year-olds (N = 1,497), 36- to 59-year-olds (N = 2,567), over 60 years old (N = 1,664);
2024 18- to 24-year-olds (N = 769), 25- to 35-year-olds (N = 1,851), 36- to 59-year-olds (N = 3,424), over 60 years old (N = 2,210).

How attached do you feel to your country?

18 10 24
48 65
2510 35
= 51
o
(@]
S | 361059
< 61
60+
0
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

2021 @2023 © 2024
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Social inclusion

Strengthening social cohesion and inclusion of different groups in Ukraine is foundational to creating the
strong social fabric that can sustain the future of the country. This section includes data from the social
cohesion indicators that show some trends in the attitudes of youth towards members of different mar-
ginalized groups, particularly LGBT people, the Roma community, and internally displaced people (IDPs).
Supporting the inclusion of these groups is important since there are high levels of intolerance towards
LGBT and Roma, with half of the population supporting the restriction of their rights®”. The data shows
that youth have similar levels of Social tolerance® to older people, at least when considering overall at-
titudes towards marginalized groups®*. However, young men aged 18 to 24 have become progressively
less tolerant towards LGBT people compared to other groups. In 2021, 33% of young men said they
would rather not have LGBT people in their community at all, a figure which increased to 44% by 2023, ul-
timately rising to 53% in 2024, corresponding to a total increase of 20 p.p. from 2021 to 2024 (Figure 18).
In comparison, young men aged 25 to 35 reported an increase of 6 p.p. during the same period. Young
women did not report an increase beyond 4 p.p. (Figure 19). Besides gender differences, young people in
urban areas are slightly more tolerant than those in rural areas, with 50% of young people aged 18 to 35
stating they would rather not have LGBT people in their community at all, compared to 39% of their urban
counterparts in the same age group.

o Figure 18: Proportion of responses for Social tolerance towards LGBT people among men, % “l would not want to
have them in my community at all”.
2021: 18- to 24-year-olds (N = 562), 25- to 35-year-olds (N = 1,299), 36- to 59-year-olds (N = 2,523), over 60 years old (N = 1,260);
2023: 18- to 24-year-olds (N = 410), 25- to 35-year-olds (N = 746), 36- to 59-year-olds (N = 1,289), over 60 years old (N = 600);
2024: 18- to 24-year-olds (N = 415), 25- to 35-year-olds (N = 866), 36- to 59-year-olds (N = 1,795), over 60 years old (N = 845).

How do you feel about LGBT people?

% men “l would not want to have them in my community at all”

65
° ® 61
59 52 54
48 ° ® 53
40 © 44 46
33 44
2021 2023 2024
18t024 —@=—251t035 361060  ==@==060+

32 UNDP 2024. What Ukrainians know about human rights: progress study 2016 — 2023.

33 The Social tolerance indicator measures tolerant attitudes towards marginalised groups, including immigrants, Muslims, Jews, Roma people,
LGBT people, people with a different skin colour, and drug users.

34 Score means of Social tolerance on a scale from 0to 10 in 2024: 18 t0 24 — 5.7,251t0 35 - 5.7, 36 to 59 — 5.5, 60+ — 5.0.
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° Figure 19: Proportion of responses for Social tolerance towards LGBT people among women, % “I would not want
to have them in my community at all”.
2021: 18- to 24-year-olds (N = 502), 25- to 35-year-olds (N = 1,297), 36- to 59-year-olds (N = 2,774), over 60 years old (N = 2,265);
2023: 18- to 24-year-olds (N = 297), 25- to 35-year-olds (N = 732), 36- to 59-year-olds (N = 1,278), over 60 years old (N = 1,061);
2024: 18- to 24-year-olds (N = 294), 25- to 35-year-olds (N = 788), 36- to 59-year-olds (N = 1,750), over 60 years old (N = 1,502).

How do you feel about LGBT people?

% women “I would not want to have them in my community at all”
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43 - - 47
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Young men aged 18 to 24 appear to be becoming less supportive of freedom of expression in terms of
sexual orientation and gender identity, as well as same-sex marriage. From 2021 to 2024, there was an
11p.p increase (from 21% in 2021 to 32% in 2024) in the share of young men aged 18 to 24 who agreed
that it was totally unnecessary to have the freedom to express one’s sexual orientation or gender identity
(Figure 20). No other age group among men or women reported a similar increase (Figure 21). Among
young people aged 18 to 35 in rural areas, 28% believe that the freedom to express one's sexual orien-
tation or gender identity is totally unnecessary, compared to 25% in urban areas. Regarding support for
same-sex marriage, the share of young men aged 18 to 24 that agreed that it was totally unnecessary for
same-sex couples to marry increased by 7 p.p. from 2023 to 2024, from 36% to 43% (Figure 22). No other
age group among men or women reported a similar increase. In rural areas, 44% of young people aged
18 to 35 believe it is totally unnecessary for same-sex couples to marry, compared to 37% in urban areas.

° Figure 20: Proportion of responses for Belief in human rights: “Having the freedom to express one’s sexual
orientation and gender identity”, among men, % “Totally unnecessary”.
2021: 18- to 24-year-olds (N = 562), 25- to 35-year-olds (N = 1,299), 36- to 59-year-olds (N = 2,523), over 60 years old (N = 1,260);
2023: 18- to 24-year-olds (N = 410), 25- to 35-year-olds (N = 746), 36- to 59-year-olds (N = 1,289), over 60 years old (N = 600);
2024 18- to 24-year-olds (N = 415), 25- to 35-year-olds (N = 866), 36- to 59-year-olds (N = 1,795), over 60 years old (N = 845).

How important is having freedom to express one’s sexual orientation and gender identity for the society?

% men “Totally unnecessary”

50% 37
38 o 38
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orientation and gender identity”, among women, % “Totally unnecessary”.
2021: 18- to 24-year-olds (N = 502), 25- to 35-year-olds (N = 1,297), 36- to 59-year-olds (N = 2,774), over 60 years old (N = 2,265);
2023: 18- to 24-year-olds (N = 297), 25- to 35-year-olds (N = 732), 36- to 59-year-olds (N = 1,278), over 60 years old (N = 1,061);
2024: 18- to 24-year-olds (N = 294), 25- to 35-year-olds (N = 788), 36- to 59-year-olds (N = 1,750), over 60 years old (N = 1,502).

Figure 21: Proportion of responses for Belief in human rights: “Having the freedom to express one’s sexual

How important is having freedom to express one’s sexual orientation and gender identity for the society?

% women “Totally unnecessary”

100%
50%
28 s Sy
%g 25;10 v 25
16 16 15
0%
2021 2023 2024
18t024 ==e=251035 361059 e=o==60+
° Figure 22: Proportion of responses for Belief in human rights. “The right to marry for same-sex

couples”, % “Totally unnecessary”.

2021: 18- 10 24-year-olds (N = 1,039), 25- to 35-year-olds (N = 2,533), 36- to 59-year-olds (N = 5,370), over 60 years old (N = 3,540);
2023: 18- to 24-year-olds (N = 688), 25- to 35-year-olds (N = 1,497), 36- to 59-year-olds (N = 2,567), over 60 years old (N = 1,664);
2024: 18- to 24-year-olds (N = 769), 25- to 35-year-olds (N = 1,857), 36- to 59-year-olds (N = 3,424), over 60 years old (N = 2,210).

How important is having the right to marry for same-sex couples?

% “Totally unnecessary”

100%
56 58
50% 49 - 52 53
43 © e 45 44 o a4
36 43 36 © ® 37
27 24
0%
2023 2024 2023 2024
Men Women
18t024 =—=0=—251035 361059 e=m@==(0+

Young people aged 18 to 24 have also become less accepting of the Roma community. From 20217 to
2024, there was a 9 p.p. increase in the share of young people aged 18 to 24 that said they would rather
not to have Roma people in their community at all, increasing from 27% in 2021 to 36% in 2024 (Figure
23). In this case, no gender differences were identified. The rejection of Roma people is more common
among young people in rural areas than in urban areas. Among those aged 18 to 35, 39% of rural respon-
dents stated they would not want Roma people in their community, compared to 34% in urban areas.
There are also significant differences among oblasts. While the national score on the Social tolerance
towards Roma people indicator is 4.9 (on a scale from 0 to 10, with 10 indicating higher acceptance and
0 indicating lower acceptance), some oblasts score significantly lower, including lvano-Frankivsk (2.4),
Ternopil (3.1), and Vinnytsia (3.4) (Figure 24).
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Figure 23: Social tolerance towards Roma people. Share of people who answered “I would not want to have them
in my community at all” when asked how they feel about Roma people.

2021: 18- to 24-year-olds (N = 1,039), 25- to 35-year-olds (N = 2,533), 36- to 59-year-olds (N = 5,370), over 60 years old (N = 3,540);
2023: 18- to 24-year-olds (N = 688), 25- to 35-year-olds (N = 1,497), 36- to 59-year-olds (N = 2,567), over 60 years old (N = 1,664);
2024: 18- to 24-year-olds (N = 769), 25- to 35-year-olds (N = 1,851), 36- to 59-year-olds (N = 3,424), over 60 years old (N = 2,210).

How do you feel about Roma people?
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Figure 24: Mean score of Social tolerance towards Roma people on a 0 to 10 scale, based on 2024 data.
18-35-year-olds (N = 2,620).
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Regarding tensions with IDPs, 63% of young people aged 18 to 24 and 57% of those aged 25 to 35 believe
that there are tensions between IDPs and their host communities in their localities in 2024, compared to
55% among those aged 36 to 59, and 47% among those over the age of 60 (Figure 25). These levels are
in line with 2023 data points. Further, in 2024, a larger share of young people aged 18 to 35 reported such
tensions in urban areas (62%) than in rural areas (52%).



Unlocking the Potential of Youth in Ukraine / Based on reSCORE Ukraine 2024

° Figure 25: Proportion of responses for Sources of tension between IDPs and host communities, % “There are
tensions”.
2023:18- 10 24-year-olds (N = 688), 25- to 35-year-olds (N = 1,497), 36- to 59-year-olds (N = 2,567), over 60 years old (N = 1,664);
2024:18-t0 24-year-olds (N = 769), 25- to 35-year-olds (N = 1,851), 36- to 59-year-olds (N = 3,424), over 60 years old (N = 2,210).

Do you think there are tensions between internally displaced people and your host community?

% “There are tensions”

100%

65 63
58 57 52 55
50% I I | 47
0% I
18to0 24 2510 35 36 to 59 60+
2023 mW2024

Table 5 shows that IDPs, particularly those aged 18 to 24, are more likely to report more tensions from
more sources. IDPs report more tensions due to access to essential items, jobs, and income (30% of 18-
to 24-year-olds, 21% of 25- to 35-year-olds), and limited accommodations and instances of overcrowding
(30% of 18- to 24-year-olds, 29% of 25- to 35-year-olds). These results may reflect once again the eco-
nomic struggles young people face, especially when compounded by other intersecting vulnerabilities.

L 4 Table 5: Proportion of responses for sources of tension, % “yes” for each source of tension among young people
by displacement status, 2024.

2024: 18- to 24-year-olds (N = 769), 25- to 35-year-olds (N = 1,851), 36- to 59-year-olds (N = 3,424), over 60 years old (N = 2,210).

Which of the following are sources of tensions between IDPs and the host community in your current settlement?

% "yes”
18 to 24 25to 35 36 to 59 60+
(%} [72] (%} [72]
2 o ] ® 3 2 o ] 2 o ]
8 c c 4 c c 2 % c o 4 8 c c d
— O = (1) [<] = [ —= O = (] — O = [
o n =] > (7] 3 > o o =] > o 3 >
2 B @ S 5] 1] 8 2 B @ S 2 3 1] )
o o o w Q. o (2] o o o (%) [= =% o (2]

Itemﬁigi?;gfjjg;fe' - 21%  19% 21% 16% 12% 21% 14%  12% - 10%  10%
S”esso”pﬁftsr::;z: 16% 13% 17% 11% 20% 16% 11% 21%  12% -- 11%
Accommodation and o o o o o o o ®

o oo 19%  18% 15% 19% 1% 10% 13%  10%

A”t"soc'a'oge‘:;”v”i';‘jr' 13%  20% 21%  23% 19% 20% 9%  15% 19%  12% 13%  15%

Political, cultural or
language differences © 24% = 21% 18%  20% 17% 17% 19% 18% 14% 17% 14% 12%
and stereotypes

Draft evasion by men - 13% 19% 19% 19% 17% 9% 19% 17% -- 15%
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Annexes

Indicator glossary

The table below gives an explanation of the indicators mentioned in the text. Each respondent achieved
a score of 0 to 10 on each of these indicators.

The degree to which one feels that representatives of authorities are and can be
held accountable, and that local authorities are effective and efficient.

The extent to which respondents perceive that different reasons could pose an
obstacle to their job prospects over the next six months, including a lack of skills,
a lack of jobs, too many household responsibilities, etc.

Barriers to employment: | am unfairly judged The extent to which respondents perceive that unfair judgement by employers
by employers could pose an obstacle to their job prospects over the next six months.

Barriers to employment: | have too many
household responsibilities

The extent to which respondents perceive that too many household responsibilities
could pose an obstacle to their job prospects over the next six months.

Barriers to employment: | lack the personal The extent to which respondents perceive that a lack of personal connections
connections and networks could pose an obstacle to their job prospects over the next six months.

The extent to which respondents perceive that a lack of skills could pose

Barriers to employment: there are not
enough jobs

Barriers to starting a business: absence of
starting capital

Barriers to starting a business: complicated
procedures and regulations

Barriers to starting a business: | lack the
right skills or experience

Barriers to starting a business: lack of
affordable loans from banks or economic
incentives from government

Barriers to starting a business: lack of
personal connections, partners or networks
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an obstacle to their job prospects over the next six months.

The extent to which respondents perceive that a lack of jobs could pose
an obstacle to their job prospects over the next six months.

The extent to which respondents perceive the absence of starting capital as
a barrier to starting a business.

The extent to which respondents perceive a range of obstacles for people seeking
to start a business, including complicated procedures, an absence of skills, a large
amount of bribes to be paid, the absence of starting capital.

The extent to which respondents perceive complicated procedures and laws as
a barrier to starting a business.

The extent to which respondents perceive a lack of skills and experience
as a barrier to starting a business.

The extent to which respondents perceive a lack of affordable loans or incentives
as a barrier to starting a business.

The extent to which respondents perceive a lack of personal connections
as a barrier to starting a business.

The degree to which one recognizes human and civil rights are essential for
Ukrainian society. These include freedom of religion, freedom of expression, the
right to protest peacefully, the freedom to express one’s sexual orientation or
gender identity, the freedom to choose to have an abortion, and the right to marry
for same-sex couples.
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The degree to which one participates in formal and informal civic, social, and
political matters, such as voting in elections, attending events organized by
local authorities, volunteering, including to help the Ukrainian Armed Forces,
participating in activities aimed at improving one’s neighbourhood, etc.

The degree to which one has a stable source of income, capacity to provide for
nutritional needs, and can rely on social welfare payments if they needed them,
Economic security whether they can cover their bills in the next month, whether they feel confident
about retaining their job in the next year, whether they have enough savings in case
something unforeseen happens, and whether they can afford leisure activities.

The extent to which respondents believe that prices will rise dramatically over the
Fear of economic instability next couple of years, that they are preparing for rough times financially, and their
perceptions about business investments closing down in their locality.

The level of household income based on ones purchasing power, where one
Income level means it does not have enough money for food and 10 means it has enough for
expensive items.

The extent to which individuals express an interest in starting their own business
within the next 12 months.

The degree to which a person is satisfied with their place of residence (in terms of
jobs, conducting business, leisure activities, and raising children).

The degree to which one uses online media sources of information, such as social
media, to keep up with current affairs.

Perceived level of corruption as measured by the frequency of informal payments
in various sectors.

Perceived level of corruption as measured by the frequency of informal payments
towards doctors, teachers, and police officers.

Perceived level of corruption as measured by the frequency of informal payments
towards parliamentarians, judges, and local authority workers.

A composite indicator made up of sense of agency and civic responsibility. It
measures the degree to which one feels responsible for the future and well-being
of their society and country, and to which one feels that ordinary people can
change things in their community.

The level of social tolerance towards LGBT people in terms of personal interactions
and/or acceptance in the community.

The level of social tolerance towards the Roma in terms of personal interaction
and/or acceptance in the community.

The combined level of social tolerance towards different minority and marginalized
Social tolerance: all groups (e.g. immigrants, the Roma community, Muslims) in terms of personal
interaction and/or acceptance in the community.

Sources of tensions between IDP and host The extent to which one feels that access to essential items, jobs, and sources of
communities: access to essential items, jobs, income contribute to tensions between internally displaced and host communities
and income in their locality.
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Sources of tensions between IDP and host
communities: accommodations
and over-crowdedness

Sources of tensions between IDPs and
host communities: anti-social or criminal
behaviour

Sources of tensions between IDPs and host
communities: draft evasion by men

Sources of tensions between IDPs and host
communities: political, cultural, or language
differences

Sources of tensions between IDPs and host
communities: stress on overstretched public

The extent to which one feels that a lack of accommodations and over-
crowdedness contribute to tensions between internally displaced persons and
host communities in their locality.

The extent to which one feels that anti-social or criminal behaviour contribute
to tensions between internally displaced persons and host communities in their
locality.

The extent to which one feels that draft evasion by men contributes to tensions
between internally displaced persons and host communities in their locality.

The extent to which one feels that political, cultural or language differences or
stereotypes contribute to tensions between internally displaced persons and host
communities in their locality.

The extent to which one feels that stress on overstretched public services
contributes to tensions between internally displaced persons and host

services

communities in their locality.

The combined level of trust in national institutions such as the president,
parliament, the Cabinet of Ministers, and the courts.

Trust in central institutions: the Cabinet
of Ministers

Trust in central institutions:
the Verkhovna Rada

Trust in local institutions: head of the town/
village

Trust in local institutions: oblast state
administration

Trust in local institutions: town or village
administration

Trust in non-governmental organizations
(NGOs/CSO0s)

Trust in the State Emergency Service
of Ukraine

Trust in the Ukrainian Army The level of trust in the Ukrainian Armed Forces.
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Analysis methodology

A statistical test to determine whether the mean scores of two or more groups are indistinguishable
or if they are significantly different. In the present report, significant differences are only reported

ANOVA where F is found to be larger than 20 and/or the the effect size between two groups is above
medium (Cohen’s d > 0.4).
Correlation A measure of the statistically significant association between two variables.
Displays the mean score of an indicator across different geographical areas, illustrating regional
Heatmap play geograp greg

differences.
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